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NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

Einkitung in die Philosophic Von Friedrich Paulsen, a. o. Professor 
an der Universitat Berlin. Berlin, Verlag von Wilhelm Hertz (Bessersche 
Buchhandlung) . 1892. — pp. xvi, 444. 

Professor Paulsen's course of lectures entitled " Introduction to Philos- 
ophy " is at last presented to the public in book-form. The author aims to 
acquaint his readers with the great problems which the world propounds to 
the human mind as well as with the answers given to them by the leaders of 
thought. He studiously avoids the form of historical narrative, preferring the 
form of discussion. He does not confine himself to presenting the prob- 
lems together with the solutions offered by history : he also attempts in every 
case a solution of his own. We get, therefore, in addition to the fundamental 
questions and answers, the writer's own philosophy. In his opinion philo- 
sophic thought seems to be tending in the direction of idealistic monism. 
On this path the truth is to be sought. The history of modern philosophy 
represents a continued attempt to bridge the chasm between supranaturalistic 
dualism and atomistic materialism. Philosophy at present tries to mediate 
between a religious and an atomistic cosmology. It suffers all the disadvan- 
tages of such a position, being exposed to the shafts from both the camps 
between which it takes its stand. Peace will not ensue until science and 
faith are reconciled. Until then philosophy is to retain its post, regardless of 
all attacks. Professor Paulsen begins with an introduction on the nature and 
significance of philosophy (pp. 3-51). Here he discusses the relation of 
philosophy to religion and mythology as well as to the sciences, and gives a 
classification and the fundamental problems of his subject. Two books fol- 
low, dealing respectively with the problems of metaphysics (pp. 55-353) and 
those of epistemology (pp. 354-431.) An appendix on the problems of 
ethics (pp. 432-440) brings the work to a close. Book I is divided into 
two chapters, the one devoting itself to the ontological, the other to the 
cosmologico-theological problem. Book II discusses in its first chapter the 
problem of the essence or the relation between knowledge and reality ; while 
its second chapter examines the question concerning the origin of knowledge. 
In the ethical part the questions are asked and answered, What is the ulti- 
mate end or highest good? What is the standard of moral worth? The 
views of Professor Paulsen on this subject are too well known to call for any 
further statements in this place. (A review will follow.) F. T. 

The Principles of Ethics. Vol. I. By Herbert Spencer. New York, 
D. Appleton & Company, 1892. — pp. xiv, 572. 

The first of the three parts into which the present volume is divided con- 
sists of the author's well-known Data of Ethics. In fact the two other parts 
together do not occupy quite as many pages as the first, so that less than 
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half of the volume is new. It will be remembered that the Data of Ethics 
was published by itself in 1879. After more than ten years of ill-health, 
partly occupied in further elaboration of his Principles of Sociology, the 
author wrote The Principles of Ethics — Part IV, Justice, which was pub- 
lished separately last year. He now publishes Part II, " The Inductions of 
Ethics," and Part III, "The Ethics of Individual Life," thus completing the 
first volume according to the original plan. There still remain to be written 
and published the concluding parts of the second volume : Part V, " The 
Ethics of Social Life — Negative Beneficence " ; and Part. VI, " The Ethics 
of Social Life^ — Positive Beneficence." The author is particularly anxious 
to complete these parts, since the divisions at present published, taken alone, 
are likely to leave a wrong impression respecting the general tone of evolu- 
tionary ethics. "In its full scope, the moral system to be set forth unites 
sternness with kindness ; but thus far attention has been drawn almost 
wholly to the sternness." E. A. 

Einleitung in die Moralwissenschaft. Eine Kritik der ethischen 
Grundbegriffe. Von Georg Simmel, Privatdozent an der Berliner 
Universitat. In zwei Banden. Erster Band. Berlin, Verlag von Wil- 
helm Hertz (Bessersche Buchhandlung), 1892. — pp. viii, 467. 

The large number of contradictory moral principles advocated by different 
moralists shows that ethics has not yet acquired that certainty of method 
which makes other branches of knowledge so fruitful. Ethics should, there- 
fore, preface its investigations with a critique of the apparently simple notions 
with which it deals. Whether it has any claim to existence as a special 
science outside of this sphere is indeed questionable. Since its subject- 
matter belongs in part to psychology, sociology, and history, it may perhaps 
seem inexpedient in the future to embrace such a variety of sciences under a 
single head. All that the writer aims to do, therefore, is to present a sort of 
preface or introduction to these special ethical investigations. He criticizes 
the fundamental concepts of ethics and discovers their highly complicated 
character, at the same time calling attention to that realism which raises its own 
abstractions to the dignity of active psychical forces. The concepts examined 
by Dr. Simmel in this first volume of his work are Obligation (Das Solleri) 
(pp. 1-84), Egoism and Altruism (pp. 85-212), Ethical Desert and Guilt 
(pp. 213-292), and Happiness (pp. 293-467). (A review will follow.) 

F. T. 

Geschichte der Philosophic. Von Julius Bergmann. Berlin, Mittler und 
Sohn, 1892. — Band I, pp. vii, 456. Band II (erste Abtheilung), pp. 251. 

This work, the author informs us, is addressed to those readers who seek 
to reach a true conception of philosophical systems and to understand the 
movement which is manifested in their development. It will appeal mainly 
to those who seek through the study of the History of Philosophy assistance 
in understanding the problems of philosophy itself. This work differs from 
other volumes of a similar nature by the limitations it has set for itself as 



